
Living Systems Crossword: Plants and Animals
Plants and animals work together in many ways (Guiding question, Outcome). A food chain shows how 
plants and animals need each other for food (Knowledge). Animals like carnivores (meat-eaters) can 
be sorted by what they eat (Knowledge, Understanding). Living things feel changes around them and 
respond to stay safe (Knowledge, Understanding). People can help keep plants and animals safe in 
their neighborhoods too (Knowledge, Understanding). This crossword uses words like PREDATOR, 
FOODCHAIN, INTERACT, ENVIRONMENT, and SURVIVE to help you learn these ideas.

How to play
Read each clue very carefully. Think of a science word that matches. Write your word in the grid. Put 
one letter in each box. Across words go from left to right. Down words go from top to bottom. Some 
letters are used in both across and down words. Use those shared letters to check your answers. Try 
the easy clues first. Then use those letters to help with harder ones.
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Clues

Across
3. The order in which plants and animals depend on each other for food (9)

4. To keep plants and animals safe from harm (7)

5. Things like light, water, or food that cause plants and animals to respond (7)

6. The place where plants and animals live (11)
7. To stay alive by finding food and shelter (7)

Down
1. An animal that hunts other animals for food (8)

2. An animal that eats mostly meat (9)



3. To work or live together with another (8)

Answer key
• 1 down: PREDATOR
• 2 down: CARNIVORE

• 3 across: FOODCHAIN

• 4 across: PROTECT
• 5 across: STIMULI

• 6 down: INTERACT

• 7 across: ENVIRONMENT
• 8 across: SURVIVE
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