Cells and Systems Crossword
Grade 8 students investigate how living things are organized and how their body systems work together. This crossword puzzle focuses on key processes and structures that appear in the Alberta curriculum. You will encounter terms related to how cells function, how the body moves materials and energy, and how organisms respond to their environment (Outcome, Outcome). The words in this puzzle represent processes such as how gases move in and out of cells, how the body circulates blood and breaks down food, and how organisms sense and react to change.
How to play
Solve the crossword by reading the clues for across and down answers. Each clue describes a biological process, structure, or system. Write your answers in the grid so that words intersect correctly. Medium difficulty means some clues use direct definitions while others require you to think about how systems work together in living things.
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Clues
Across
1. The movement of gases into and out of cells based on concentration differences (9)
1. The body system that takes in oxygen and releases carbon dioxide (11)
1. A living thing made up of cells and systems that work together (8)
Down
1. The outer layer of a cell that controls what enters and exits (8)
1. The body system that moves blood throughout the body to carry oxygen and nutrients (11)
1. The body system that removes waste products from the body (9)
1. The body system that breaks down food into nutrients the body can use (9)
1. A change in the environment that causes the body to react (8)
Answer key
1. 1 down: MEMBRANE
1. 2 down: CIRCULATION
1. 3 across: DIFFUSION
1. 4 down: EXCRETION
1. 5 down: DIGESTION
1. 6 across: RESPIRATION
1. 7 down: STIMULUS
1. 8 across: ORGANISM
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