
Comprehending and Responding to Texts: 
Crossword
This crossword reviews key terms from General Outcome 2 of ELA 30-1, which asks students to 
comprehend literature and other texts and to respond to them personally and critically (Topic). Close 
reading of a text requires attention to connotation and subtext, the tone and register a writer adopts, 
and devices such as imagery, allusion, archetype, satire and rhetoric that shape meaning and effect (
Outcome, Outcome, Outcome). Working through these eight terms reinforces the vocabulary needed to 
analyze how text creators build meaning and how audiences construct it in response.

How to play
Read each clue and write your answer into the grid, one letter per box. Numbers on the grid 
correspond to the clue numbers below. Some answers run across, others run down; check the direction 
marked beside each clue number. Use the definitions and curriculum language as your guide rather 
than guessing from letter count alone. When you finish, check your answers against the key at the 
bottom of the sheet.
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Clues

Across
2. Vivid descriptive language that appeals to the senses. (7)

3. Underlying meaning not directly stated in a passage or scene. (7)
4. Use of humour or irony to criticize or mock something. (6)
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5. Emotional or cultural associations a word carries beyond its dictionary definition. (11)

Down
1. Art of using language effectively and persuasively. (8)

2. Indirect reference to another work, person or event. (8)

3. Level of formality in language, from casual to formal. (8)
4. Universal character type that appears across many stories and cultures. (9)

Answer key
• 1 down: RHETORIC

• 2 across: IMAGERY
• 3 down: ALLUSION

• 4 down: REGISTER

• 5 down: ARCHETYPE
• 6 across: SUBTEXT
• 7 across: SATIRE

• 8 across: CONNOTATION
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