Reading Between the Lines: A Grade 9 Crossword
Strong readers do more than decode words on a page. They notice what a text says outright and what it only hints at, they weigh whether a narrator can be trusted, and they explain how a writer's choices shape meaning. This puzzle reviews the vocabulary Grade 9 readers use to talk about texts: identifying explicit and implicit ideas (Outcome, Outcome), analyzing character choices and point of view (Outcome), noticing techniques such as symbolism and perspective (Outcome), and judging the credibility of a narrator (Outcome). Fill in the grid to practice using this vocabulary the way a literary critic would.
How to play
Read each clue and write your answer in the matching numbered spaces on the grid. Across answers fill in from left to right; down answers fill in from top to bottom. Every answer connects to a term you use when analyzing fiction, non-fiction or media texts in class. Check crossing letters if you get stuck: a shared square means two answers agree on that letter. Work through the clues you know first, then use those letters to figure out the harder ones.
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Clues
Across
1. Clearly stated or shown without any doubt or ambiguity (8)
1. The viewpoint or angle from which a story or text is told (11)
1. The use of objects or actions to represent deeper meanings or ideas (9)
1. Suggested or understood without being directly stated (8)
Down
1. A person or creature portrayed in a story or text (9)
1. To explain the meaning of something you have read or observed (9)
1. The person or voice that tells the story (8)
1. The quality of being believable or trustworthy (11)
Answer key
1. 1 across: EXPLICIT
1. 2 down: CHARACTER
1. 3 down: INTERPRET
1. 4 down: NARRATOR
1. 5 down: CREDIBILITY
1. 6 across: PERSPECTIVE
1. 7 across: SYMBOLISM
1. 8 across: IMPLICIT
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