
Formative Quiz: Comprehending and 
Responding to Texts (ELA 30-1)
Time: 40 min. 6 questions.

Instructions
Answer all six questions using your knowledge of literary analysis and response strategies from your 
study of texts in ELA 30-1. Support multiple choice and true or false answers with brief reasoning 
where indicated, and show your work for the numeric question.

Questions
1. A student reading a satirical short story notices that the narrator praises a corrupt character 

throughout the text. Which analytical step best allows the student to determine whether the author 
achieved an implicit purpose?

A) Summarizing the plot events in chronological order
B) Comparing the narrator's praise to the character's actions to identify irony and assess whether the 
intended effect was achieved
C) Counting the number of times the character speaks
D) Identifying the setting in which the story takes place

(Outcome)

2. Explain how setting, plot, character and atmosphere work together to develop the theme of a 
narrative you have studied this semester. Refer to a specific text in your response.

(Outcome)

3. True or false: A text creator's tone and register have no bearing on the moral or ethical stance a text 
communicates, whether that stance is explicit or implicit.

(Outcome)

4. A student annotating a novel excerpt identifies one controlling idea, 4 supporting ideas, and 3 
supporting details for each supporting idea. How many supporting details does the student identify 
in total?

(Outcome)

5. Describe how studying a text from another culture might cause a reader's personal, moral or 
cultural perspective to shift over the course of a unit. Refer to the role of interpretation and 
discussion in this process.

(Outcome)

6. When evaluating a poem for its artistry, which pair of terms would be most appropriate for a student 
to use in a written response, according to the expectation that students use terminology suited to 
the form studied?

A) Setting and dialogue
B) Imagery and allusion
C) Plot and conflict
D) Audience and purpose

(Outcome)
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Curriculum coverage
Question Outcome alias

1 Outcome

2 Outcome

3 Outcome

4 Outcome

5 Outcome

6 Outcome

Answer key
1. B) Comparing the narrator's praise to the character's actions to identify irony and assess whether 

the intended effect was achieved. This step directly addresses explaining implicit purpose and 
describing whether that purpose was achieved (Outcome).

2. Answers will vary but should assess how setting, plot, character and atmosphere each contribute to 
theme development in a specific studied narrative. Full credit requires reference to all four elements 
and a named text (Outcome).

3. False. A text creator's tone and register are directly related to the moral and ethical stance a text 
communicates, whether that stance is explicit or implicit (Outcome).

4. 12 supporting details. Four supporting ideas multiplied by three supporting details each equals 4 × 
3 = 12, reflecting the analysis of relationships among controlling ideas, supporting ideas and 
supporting details (Outcome).

5. Answers will vary but should describe a shift in personal, moral, ethical or cultural perspective and 
explain how interpretation and discussion prompted that reflection (Outcome).

6. B) Imagery and allusion. These are figurative and literary devices whose contribution to meaning 
and craft students are expected to assess using appropriate terminology (Outcome).
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