Journal: Particles on the Move

Every solid, liquid, and gas around you is made of tiny particles that never stop moving.

Prompt: Pick three things near you right now, one solid, one liquid, and one gas (even the air
counts). For each one, describe how its particles are arranged and how they move, using the
particle model of matter (Knowledge, Skills).

Where to start:

» Are the particles in your solid close together or spread out? Do they move around or stay in one
spot (Knowledge)?
* How do the particles in your liquid behave differently from the particles in your solid (Knowledge)?

* Why can a gas fill up an entire room, but a solid keeps its own shape (Knowledge)?

* Where are the attractive forces between particles the strongest, and where are they the weakest (
Knowledge)?

Stretch:

Choose one of your three items and explain what would happen to its particles if you heated it up or
cooled it down. Would the arrangement and movement change (Understanding)?
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